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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held in the 
District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, on Thursday, 3 November 
2022, at 10.00 a.m. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 
   
  
 

Kevin Holmes 
 

Helen Irving 
 

Helen Ladhams 
 

 

Officers 
 

Donna McCarthy Specialist (Licensing) 

Jane McKeon Case Management Officer (Support Services) 

Josie Smith Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Deputy 
Monitoring Officer) 

Tony Smith Specialist (Licensing) 

 

LS/42 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  
 
RESOLVED – That Councillor Helen Ladhams be elected Chairman for the meeting. 
 

LS/43 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
There were no apologies and there had been no change in the membership of the Sub-
Committee and, therefore, no reconstitution was necessary. 
 

LS/44 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interests were raised. 
 

LS/45 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that the item in Part II of the Agenda be dealt with following 
the exclusion of the press and public. 
 

LS/46 INTRODUCTIONS  
 
The Chairman made introductions and read out the procedure for the meeting. 
 

LS/47 CONSIDERATION OF THE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF A PERSONAL 
LICENCE 
 
- Paragraph 1,2 - Information relating to any individual.  

Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual.  
 

- Paragraph 1 - Information relating to any individual.  
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- Paragraph 2 - Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual.  
 
The Specialist (Licensing) presented the report to Members. Details of the Licence 
Holder’s conviction of a drink driving offence, a relevant offence as defined by Schedule 4 
of the Licensing Act 2003, was outlined.  
 
The Licence Holder provided a statement to Members explaining the background to his 
actions on the evening of the drink driving offence and presented mitigating factors. The 
Licence Holder apologised to the Committee for his actions and stated that his actions 
were out of character. The Licence Holder informed Members that a suspension or 
revocation of the Personal Licence would fundamentally impact on his ability to operate 
two local businesses. The Licence Holder added that no issues had been recorded that 
would question his ability to be a Personal Licence Holder.  
  
Members queried the Licence Holder on his attendance of a drink drive rehabilitation 
course. The Licence Holder responded, confirming that he was due to complete the final 
stage of the course on Monday, 7 November 2022. 
  
Members requested whether there were any further mitigating factors in relation to the 
offence. 
 
The Licence Holder summarised that ‘future proofing’ the businesses to survive a 
potentially difficult economic climate ahead and the payment of growing bills all 
exacerbated his difficult circumstances.  He stated that there were a number of 
contributing factors but expressed that he had no excuses.  
 
Members further questioned the Licence Holder on the offence committed and any alcohol 
dependency issues. 
 
Members thanked the Licence Holder for his honesty and invited him to make a closing 
statement before they retired to make a decision.  
 
The Licence Holder related how he understood that he had placed both himself and his 
wife in a very difficult position and regretted his actions.   
 
Note – The Sub-Committee passed a resolution to adjourn the meeting in making its 
decision and retired in accordance with Resolution 14 (2) of the Licensing Act 2003 
(Hearing) Regulations 2005 (as amended) in order to give further consideration to the 
application. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10.16 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 11.22 a.m. 
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) reported the Licensing Sub-
Committees’ decision. 
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee had carefully considered the report, and supporting 
information, and the written and verbal representations made by the Licence Holder.   
 
The Sub-Committee note that the Licence Holder pleaded guilty, and was convicted of a 
relevant offence and received a fine and driving disqualification from Barrow Magistrates 
Court.  The Sub-Committee further noted that the individual had enrolled on, and is due to 
complete the drink driving rehabilitation course, on Monday 7 November 2022.   
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In the consideration of this matter, the Sub-Committee had regard to the mitigating factors 
presented by the individual and the potential impact the revocation of the Personal 
Licence would have on the individual's businesses.  
 
In the circumstances of the case, the Sub-Committee; 
 
RESOLVED - to propose that the Personal Licence is suspended for a period of two 
weeks.  
 
The Licensing Authority will give notice to the Chief Officer of Police that it proposes not to 
revoke the Personal Licence and invite the Officer to make representation on whether the 
Personal Licence should be suspended or revoked having regard to the crime prevention 
objective.  
 
The Chief Officer of Police may make representations to the Licensing Authority within the 
period of 14 days beginning with the day the notice was received. The Licensing Authority 
will give written notice of any decision made following this period to the Licence Holder 
and Chief Officer of Police. 
 
Decision 
 
Notification Sent to Licence Holder: Thursday 24 November 2022   
 
The Licensing Sub Committee has taken into account the response received on behalf of 
the Chief Officer of Police and confirms the decision, as proposed at the meeting on 3 
November 2022, to suspend the Personal Licence for a period of two weeks.  
 
The reasons for making the decision are as follows: 
 

1. the representations, including mitigating factors, presented by the licence holder at 
the meeting including the completion of a drink driving rehabilitation course on 7 
November 2022 and; 

 
2. the response received on behalf of the Chief Officer of Police confirming that 

Cumbria Police have no grounds to believe that it would be necessary to revoke 
the Personal Licence and, whilst recognising the seriousness of the relevant 
offence in question, agree that the proposed suspension of the licence would be 
appropriate in the given circumstances.  

 
The decision will not have effect until the end of the period given for appealing against the 
decision or if the decision is appealed against, until the appeal is disposed of.   The given 
period to appeal this decision is twenty one days beginning with the day on which the 
licence holder was notified by the Licensing Authority of the decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 11.25 a.m. 


